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Environmental Risk
Assessment
Some time ago, the AAR commissioned a study that attempted 

to rank the “risk-cost” by commodity (formerly known as

“Environmentally Sensitive Commodities”). This risk-cost related to

the potential clean-up costs of spills resulting from derailments.

Various products being transported have different characteristics in

terms of their risk to health or the environment, how they move

through soil and aquifers, and how difficult they are to clean up.

The AAR withdrew the original list of commodities and their 

risk-costs per mile, and is reworking the study. It is anticipated that a

new list will be produced but this appears to be a number of months

away from completion.

When the new list is available, it could initiate discussions regarding

enhanced tank cars, higher freight charges, etc., for some

commodities.

The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) and U.S.

Department of Transport (DOT) have recently issued coordinated

rulemaking proposals pertaining to the security of hazardous

materials transportation in the United States.

Key issues of the TSA proposal are:

• Broader scope of who and what is covered by Security

Sensitive Information (SSI) regulations.

• Establishment of TSA’s inspection authority.

• Designation of Rail Security Coordinators by shippers of

certain hazmats.

• Any shipper or carrier is required to report significant security

concerns.

• Shipper or railroad to provide location and shipping

information for certain hazmats within one hour (issue of

equipping cars or potentially locomotives with global

positioning system (GPS) technology).

• Chain of custody and control of certain materials in High Threat

Urban Areas (HTUA).

Key issues of the DOT proposal are:

• Rail carriers to collect data on volumes and routes for certain

hazmats.

• Carriers to analyze the data for safety and security risks.

• Plans to address risks of cars delayed in transit or temporarily

stored.

• Carriers to notify consignees of unexpected delay in delivery.

• Carriers to work with shippers to minimize the time a car with

certain hazmats waits for pick-up or delivery.

Security Rulemakings –
TSA and DOT

An estoppel is basically an acknowledgement by the regulator that a non-compliant shipment is being made. Often conditions are imposed 

so the shipment can be completed within reasonable risk levels. Generally speaking, the carrier applies to Transport Canada for an estoppel.

Transport Canada and the Canadian railways agreed that estoppels were being used more often than necessary. After consultation and

agreement with Transport Canada, the Railway Association of Canada (RAC) issued a new Circular No. DG-04 “Guidelines for Handling

Exception Railway Cars Containing Dangerous Goods”.

This document provides guidelines that allow qualified railway employees to make judgments regarding the movement of cars under specified

conditions. Railways will continue to apply for estoppels in situations where a car is not considered safe for transportation, and must be moved

because it cannot be remedied on site, and requires a movement restriction or special monitoring en route. 

Circular No. DG-04 is available at the RAC website: www.railcan.ca.

Estoppels – A New Approach

2006 CN Safe
Handling Awards
CN’s Safe Handling Awards are among the most coveted and

respected in the industry. In all, 93 shippers received 2006 awards.

Launched in 1992, Safe Handling Awards have been presented each

year to CN customers that load 100 or more cars with dangerous

goods annually on its network and meet established standards. 

To determine eligibility, CN monitors non-accident releases (NARs)

for both loaded and residue tank cars carrying dangerous goods. 

The Safe Handling Awards are an integral part of CN’s Responsible

Care® program, an ongoing performance improvement initiative. The

criteria for Gold, Silver and Bronze Awards, based on NAR

occurrences not to be exceeded, can be found on CN’s web site at

www.cn.ca, along with the list of shippers receiving the 2006 awards.




